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majored in Biology at Buffalo State. Clarisa
played the position of guard during her years
on the basketball team.

Prior to her time playing guard for the Ben-
gals, Britt Perry earned her high school di-
ploma from Hutch Tech High School. She is a
Buffalo native who chose to enroll at Buffalo
State and will earn a degree in Health and
Wellness.

Krystal Watson will graduate with a Busi-
ness degree and played forward during her
time on the Buffalo State basketball team. Her
hometown is Buffalo, New York, and she at-
tended Sacred Heart High School.

Hailing from Bath, New York, Jordan
Yastremski traveled to Buffalo State from
Bath-Haverling High School. She studied
Criminal Justice and played the position of for-
ward for the Bengals.

Mr. Speaker, | thank you for allowing my
colleagues to join me in recognizing these ex-
traordinary Buffalo State Bengals and in con-
gratulating them as they obtain their under-
graduate degrees. As an alumnus of Buffalo
State, | will be proud to call them fellow alum-
ni. Their commitment and ambition will propel
them to success, and | wish them all the best
in their future endeavors.

THE GLOBAL ZIKA EPIDEMIC
HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 11, 2016

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, in
1947, in a remote area of Uganda, scientists
discovered a previously unknown virus among
the rhesus monkey population. They called it
the Zika virus for the forest in which it was
found. It is endemic to Africa and Southeast
Asia.

Scientists know that the Zika virus, like den-
gue fever and chikungunya, is spread almost
exclusively through the bite of an Aedes spe-
cies mosquito, an aggressive daytime biter.
These mosquitoes had been significantly di-
minished in this hemisphere, certainly in the
United States, until the recent resurgence of
dengue and chikungunya disease. We know a
great deal about these disease vectors, but
there is much scientists admit they don’t know
about the Zika virus itself.

Lack of knowledge and misinformation has
stoked apprehension and fear among many.

According to the World Health Organization
(WHO) some of the reasons we don’t know
more about this disease include:

A relatively small proportion (about 1 in 4) of
infected people develop symptoms;

A virus that is only detectable for a few days
in infected people’s blood;

The failure of current tests to definitively dis-
tinguish Zika from similar viruses, such as
dengue and chikungunya.

The WHO recommends that all people in
areas with potentially infected mosquitoes, es-
pecially pregnant women, wear protective
clothing and repellants and stay indoors to the
extent possible with windows closed or
screened. Pregnant women are urged to post-
pone travel to affected areas or to diligently
protect against mosquito bites if travel is un-
avoidable.

Currently no therapeutics exist to treat Zika
virus nor is there a vaccine—but that gap
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need not be forever. One of our witnesses at
yesterday’s hearing—Dr. Anthony Fauci, Di-
rector of NIH’s allergy and infectious diseases
institute explained the scope of NIH research
on the Zika virus as well vector control. Les-
sons learned from years of malaria vector con-
trol have applicability to Zika. Our two other
distinguished witnesses included Dr. Thomas
Frieden and Ariel Pablos-Mendez, Assistant
Administrator for Global Health at USAID.

The U.S. Government has for quite some
time promoted such tactics as insecticide-
laced mosquito nets, window and door
screens, small pool and container drainage
and the use of strong but safe pesticides to
eradicate mosquitoes. However, our programs
largely are tailored for developing countries.
With the reemergence of dengue fever and
chikungunya in the southern United States, we
have to step up our domestic efforts to control
mosquitoes before warmer weather leads to
an explosion of the mosquito population during
an imminent epidemic in the homeland.

According to Luiz Alberto Figueiredo
Machado, Ambassador of Brazil to the United
States, the Brazilian government has deployed
220,000 troops and 300,000 health agents to
fight the vector of the infection by visiting com-
munities to educate the population and help
eliminate all mosquito breeding grounds.

Experts cite possible links with the Zika in-
fection of pregnant mothers and disorders af-
fecting their unborn children, although they—
including our witnesses yesterday—are quick
to point out that no definitive proof of such a
linkage.

According to Brazil's Ambassador Machado,
“Microcephaly in newborn babies can also be
caused by a number of other diseases. Health
experts are dealing with something new: the
link between Zika and microcephaly is unprec-
edented in the scientific literature and requires
in-depth studies and analyses. . . .”

In fact, in announcing the administration’s
proposal for a supplemental sum of $1.8 bil-
lion to fund efforts to combat the Zika virus,
the White House statement said there “may”
be a connection between the Zika virus and
disorders experienced by newborns in affected
countries.

Dr. Marcos Espinal, Director of Commu-
nicable Diseases and Health Analysis at the
Pan American Health Organization (PAHO),
said there is a broad spectrum of impacts for
microcephaly.

A fact sheet on microcephaly in Boston Chil-
dren’s Hospital notes that “Some children with
microcephaly have normal intelligence and ex-
perience no particular difficulty with school-
work, physical activity, relationships or any
other aspect of their lives. However, many
children with the disease—especially those
with more severe cases—face: mild to signifi-
cant learning disabilities, impaired motor func-
tions, difficulty with movement and balance,
speech delays.”

In the meantime, we must work harder to
prevent maternal infections and devise com-
passionate ways to ensure that any child born
with disabilities from this or any other infection
is welcomed, loved and gets the care he or
she needs. USAID’s Ariel Pablos-Mendez tes-
tified yesterday that we need to expand “best
practices for supporting children  with
microcephaly.” In like manner, parents of chil-
dren with disabilities need to be tangibly sup-
ported.

Ana Carolina Caceres, a Brazilian journalist
born with microcephaly, told the BBC’s Ri-
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cardo Senra in a February 5 interview that the
condition “is a box of surprises. You may suf-
fer from serious problems or you may not . . .
On the day | was born, the doctor said | had
no chance of survival. ‘She will not walk, she
will not talk . . " But he—like many others—
was wrong. | grew up, went to school, went to
university. Today | am a journalist and | write
a blog . . . People need to put their prejudices
aside and learn about this syndrome.”

The hearing yesterday looked into the impli-
cations of the current and long-term threat
from the Zika virus, and we assembled expert
infectious health leaders from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, the National
Institutes of Health and the U.S. Agency for
International Development to help us do so.

For more than four years, | have been urg-
ing passage of my bill the End Neglected
Tropical Diseases Act—H.R. 1797. The full
Foreign Affairs Committee approved it last
month. Since 2011, we’ve accelerated our dis-
cussions on the need for more study and
funded efforts to identify tropical diseases and
find diagnostics, vaccines and treatments of
such ilinesses.

At that time, West Nile virus was quietly
making its way across the globe, including the
United States, from its origins in East Africa.

Ebola virus, first discovered in a remote
area of Central Africa in 1976, caused a global
health crisis only two years ago.

For the second consecutive year, the ad-
ministration has slashed funding for global
health accounts in the budget proposal re-
leased this week, including a 19 percent cut
for global program on tuberculosis—the
world’s leading infectious disease killer. Addi-
tionally, the administration is being short-sight-
ed with regard to Neglected Tropical Dis-
eases, cutting that program by nearly 15 per-
cent. In the face of the waves of infectious dis-
ease epidemics in recent years, including
multi-drug resistant tuberculosis, West Nile
virus, Ebola and now Zika, the administration’s
habitual disregard of the increasing danger
from infectious diseases is simply inexplicable.

Zika has now joined the ranks of previously
little-known diseases that have created global
alarm.

Before the next explosive health crisis ap-
pears, we must provide sufficient resources to
the study of tropical diseases. H.R. 1797 au-
thorizes the creation of Centers of Excellence
to study every aspect of these dreaded dis-
eases.

Zika virus is the latest crisis but won’t be the
last.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF ELLEN L.
STOVALL

HON. CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR.

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 11, 2016

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to mourn the passing of Ellen Lewis Stovall,
but more importantly, to celebrate the life of a
cancer advocate and pioneer. During a 44
year period, Ellen defeated cancer on 3 sepa-
rate occasions and advocated for improved
cancer treatment for more than 30 years.

At 24 years old, just weeks after giving birth
to her son, Ellen was diagnosed with Hodg-
kin’s lymphoma and told she had less than a
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20 percent chance of survival. Against the
odds, Ellen beat cancer and went on to found
a support group for young cancer survivors at
Georgetown University Hospital. During this
time is when she became a strong advocate
for the term cancer “survivor” as opposed to
“victim,” as the key to a new way of thinking
about the disease.

In 1988, she was elected to the board of the
National Coalition of Cancer Survivorship,
where she later served as President and CEO.
Ellen’s contributions to the cancer treatment
community are too numerous to count. Among
various positions with the National Cancer In-
stitute, American Association for Cancer Re-
search, and the American Society of Clinical
Oncology, she was appointed to the NCI’s Na-
tional Cancer Advisory Board by President
Clinton in 1992. She later served as Vice
President of the Institute of Medicine’s Na-
tional Cancer Policy Board and went on to be-
come a founding member of the board’s suc-
cessor—the National Cancer Policy Forum.

As a doctor, | recognize the countless con-
tributions Ellen made to the cancer treatment
community. Her relentless advocacy of a more
patient-centered approach to cancer survivors
made her a pioneering figure in cancer treat-
ment. | had the privilege of working with Ellen
and Representative Lols CAPPS (D-CA) to in-
troduce the PATH Act providing a cancer
treatment roadmap for patients. Ellen will be
missed, not only by those of us who were for-
tunate enough to call her a friend, but also by
the countless cancer survivors whose lives
she has positively impacted. | ask the House
of Representatives to join me in recognizing
her many years of dedication to improving the
lives of her fellow cancer survivors.

————

HONORING COMMUNITY CHAMPION
CHARLIE SCHMITZ

HON. MIKE KELLY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 11, 2016

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to recognize one of my constituents
from Western Pennsylvania, Mr. Charles
Schmitz. Mr. Schmitz, known as ‘Charlie’ by
many, was originally from New York City but
now calls his ranch in Crawford County home.

Charlie gallantly served in our nation’s mili-
tary and spent three years in combat. He is a
decorated Vietnam War veteran who con-
tinues to serve those around him with his self-
less personality and admirable actions.

During his service, Charlie sustained injuries
which had a significant impact on his life and
ultimately motivated the next part of his jour-
ney. In 1993, Charlie founded the WCJ
Ranch, a Pennsylvania non-profit that provides
regulated licensed shooting and hunting
grounds free of charge to Combat Disabled
Veterans, Disabled Veterans and Inexperi-
enced Youth Hunters. In order to benefit as
many veterans as possible, WCJ Ranch col-
laborates with other organizations such as the
Paralyzed Veterans of America and the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars.

For twenty-three successful hunting sea-
sons, Charlie has served as the ranch’s found-
er, field guide and outfitter. Charlie has wel-
comed countless veterans regardless of their
physical challenges, and provided them with
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the opportunity to hunt safely and enjoy the
great outdoors to the fullest extent among
other veterans. WCJ Ranch personalizes each
and every hunt by accommodating the hunt-
er's physical abilities. There are several handi-
capped-accessible deer and turkey blinds, ac-
cessible by wheelchair as well as specially-
outfitted trails and bridges. Facilities are con-
tinuously being adapted and upgraded to ac-
commodate the ever-changing needs of the
hunters. Charlie adds new stands and special
facilities every year for repeat hunters who fre-
quent WCJ Ranch to ensure they have new
areas to explore each time they visit.

Everyone who has had the privilege of vis-
iting WCJ Ranch has walked away changed
for the better and sure of one thing—it's not
just about the hunt. It's the overall experience
which creates memories that last a lifetime.
The camaraderie between the hunters and the
staff leads to close bonds and beneficial rela-
tionships. It is the welcoming environment that
Charlie has created where everyone feels safe
and as if they belong.

Charlie has displayed an unwavering com-
mitment to the veterans’ community and those
in need. He used his personal experience and
what helped him heal following his time in
combat, and decided to create a similar outlet
for other veterans where they could find
peace. Charlie is an honorable man whose
dedication continues to make a positive dif-
ference in the lives of so many.

————

RECOGNIZING THE OZONA LIONS
TTH GRADE MEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM

HON. WILL HURD

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 11, 2016

Mr. HURD of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the Ozona Lions 7th grade
men’s basketball team on winning the 2016
District Tournament in Eldorado, Texas.

The Lions, undefeated for the entire season,
were behind for most of the championship
game. It wasn’t until the last two minutes that
they secured the lead. Despite team injuries
and ilinesses, they were able to band together
to secure the win. | would also like to give
special recognition to Head Coach John
Esparza, who led the Lions to victory. | look
forward to seeing these young men develop
into outstanding leaders in the community. On
behalf of the 23rd Congressional District of
Texas, congratulations to the Lions.

——————

H-GAC 2015 PARKS AND NATURAL
AREAS AWARD

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 11, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Sugar Land, Texas for earning
the Houston-Galveston Area Council (H-GAC)
2015 Parks and Natural Areas Award.

The H-GAC Areas Award projects, like the
one done by Sugar Land, help promote posi-
tive projects for the surrounding parks and
natural areas. The City of Sugar Land won in
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the On-the-Ground Projects Under $500K
competition. This project consists of a conven-
ient, one-of-a-kind playground that can serve
kids in different age groups and all capabili-
ties. We are extremely proud of the city of
Sugar Land and thank them for their commit-
ment to improving the quality of life for its resi-
dents.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations to
Sugar Land for receiving this award and help-
ing to strengthen our community.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 11, 2016

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, | am
not recorded on Roll Call Number 64 from
February 9, 2016. As a cosponsor of H.R.
3036, the National 9/11 Memorial at the World
Trade Center Act, introduced by Rep. Tom
MACARTHUR of New Jersey, | would have
voted Yes on Roll Call Number 64.

———

HONORING MICHAEL RILEY FOR
HIS LEADERSHIP AT THE MOTOR
TRANSPORT ASSOCIATION OF
CONNECTICUT

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 11, 2016

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to honor President of the Motor Transport As-
sociation of Connecticut (MTAC), Michael
Riley, upon his retirement. For just under three
decades Mike has represented the commercial
trucking interests of almost 1,400 member
companies as a trusted and respected advo-
cate.

From 1979 to 1987, before his involvement
with MTAC, Mike was an executive assistant
to Senator Christopher Dodd and he used that
experience to work with lawmakers and Con-
necticut administration officials to improve the
regulatory structure surrounding the trucking
industry. These efforts resulted in achieve-
ments like the installation of weight station by-
pass systems, online permit processes, and
important legislation to define “independent
contractors” who work in the industry.

Mike’s work at MTAC has tangibly increased
the safety of Connecticut road users, as he
led efforts to create a consortium for testing
the use of controlled substances and alcohol
abuse among drivers. Since 1989, and in con-
junction with Gregory & Howe, MTAC has
helped create the largest testing program in
the state, so successful that even non-truck
drivers from member companies are part of
the program.

Mike’s focus on safety extended to spear-
heading a commercial lines insurance pro-
gram, which offers property and casualty in-
surance for members. The success of this
venture is demonstrated by its size and sup-
port within the industry. Indeed the fund has
become large enough in recent years to pay
significant workers compensation dividends
back to participating companies, showing what
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